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What it is: 
I levelled expectations on worksheets. ie 1 star = minimum expectation, 2 = more 
and 3 stars is highest expectation from the same task. 

Impact: 
Learners responded well to this, checking the side of the worksheets they were 
using (in particular design work) and ticking off what they did from each star level. 

Why do it: 
Add to this by targeting your learners eg ‘David you need to be working from the 2 
stars level’ and you’ve a great way to target your stretch and challenge in class.
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What it is: 
I gave learners a list of vocabulary that they could use to explain 
something from the previous lesson, 
Impact: 
Learners liked this, some really enjoyed creating their own competitive 
edge by trying to use more correct words than their partner. 

Why do it: 
It’s a great way to engage learners at the start of lesson to use subject 
specific and non-specific vocabulary.

What it is: 
I gave my students a paragraph of text that I had written describing a computing 
concept. The challenge was to cut down the text to just what was needed. 

Impact: 
Students liked cutting down text, rewording & adding more appropriate key 
vocabulary to explain concepts succinctly and the 'do better than the teacher’ aspect. 

Why do it: 
Another way to build vocabulary use, improve written work and to develop exam 
question answering writing skills.
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Recall question 
stickers

What it is: 
My lessons now start with 10 questions on a sticker at the top of a new page 
in my learners books. These are 'recall' questions - they cover prior learning. 
Each question is more challenging then its predecessor. 

Impact: 
Silent 5-10 minutes at the start of every lesson as learners come in and face the 
challenge of recalling previously studied work. 

Why do it: 
It’s a brilliant way to develop recall skills of every learner, and create a quiet calm start to each lesson.

Less is 
more


